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As it happens each year about this time, I had to put on a sweater to wear to church on Sunday as the temperature has 
started to drop in the morning. With every season there is the need to be appropriately dressed based on the weather 
and situation. How true this also is in our life as it relates to the attitudes and behaviors with which we clothe ourselves 
as Paul shares in Colossians 3:12 (emphasis mine): 
 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with  
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” 

 
I would encourage each of us to assess how we’re “clothed” as it relates to how we interact with others – our family, our 
co-workers, our community group members. Each of these attitudes and behaviors are oriented such that we act & 
speak in a fashion to build others up vs. focused on ourselves/our needs. If we’re honest, it can be far too easy to allow 
the circumstances & pace of life to have us in a place where we’re focused on (or “clothed”) our own needs which can 
cause us to miss an opportunity to express the love of Christ to someone or worse yet, to negatively impact another. It is 
my prayer for each of you today that the “outfit” you wear this week, and each week is one which brings honor to the 
Lord and blessing to those you interact with – both within your group and beyond. 
 
Wanted to pass along kudos to several group leaders I’ve heard from who’ve responded to the call to serve – one group 
has adopted one of our REACH partners (my goal would be to see every group have a connection with one of our REACH 
partners – local or global), another group spent time helping a member with a major charitable project and 3rd group put 
together gift bags for those impacted by domestic violence. Such a testimony to truly living out the Jesus way of life! 
 
 
Another stone for the bag  

 

“That’s a great thought – how can we apply this truth in our lives?” Remember that a good question invites an answer, 
but a great question ushers in discussion, which can lead to spiritual discovery and growth. Questions with yes/no or 
binary answers (“Do you…”, “Is this…”) allow people to participate but won’t allow them to express their heart or 
challenge them to see what God may be saying to them. The questions in the Sermon Discussion guide are designed to 
invite & ignite discovery and discussion, so whether it’s these or your own questions to the group, remember that while 
it is important to be a good listener, it’s just as important to be a good “asker”! 
 
The Community Group leader website is now live! To access, go to the Community site and click on the “Community 
Group Leaders” tile. You’ll find a repository of prior versions of Smooth Stones and Sermon discussion guides (both of 
which will still be delivered via e-mail) as well as links to helpful podcasts/videos and forms which allow you to share a 
story you want to celebrate or if you need help. Check it out! Would love any feedback from you. 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
11/20 – Fall semester ends (for those groups following the semester schedule) 
11/7 & 11/14 – REACH Launch! Don’t miss these two Sundays to hear about and experience our global REACH partners 
& how you and your group can be involved! 
11/7-28 – Signups for Christmas REACH the Valley serving opportunities  
 

What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 

https://www.victoryhighway.com/community

