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Welcome to the first edition of the Victory Community Group Leader newsletter – Smooth Stones! 

 
One of the items which had been on my heart as I prepared to step into this role was how to create on-going 
communication and encouragement for our Community Group Leaders. Having been a group leader for years, I know 
how challenging this role can be at times and how important it is for you to be encouraged as you so faithfully serve and 
encourage your group.  
 
As I was praying about this, I sensed the Lord reminding me of I Sam 17:40 where David gathered up five smooth stones 
for use in his battle against Goliath. Hence the concept of “Smooth Stones” was born as I want to be able to add some 
“smooth stones” to your bag as you take on leading a Community Group as well as deal with life in general. 
 
The objective of the newsletter, planned for two times per month, is to do one or more of the following in each issue: 

- Highlight certain best practices or ideas on how to be a more effective group leader 
- Share a verse or thought which will hopefully encourage you in your walk with Christ 
- Communicate upcoming events or information which you need to be aware of 

 

 
Another stone for the bag (encouragement & best practices) 

 

Ps 133:1 – “How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live together in unity!” 
 

I recently read “Life Together” by Dietrich Bonhoeffer which opened with a powerful reminder that has been vividly real 
for all of us over the past 18 months: actual authentic fellowship between believers is a privilege and not to be taken for 
granted. For Bonhoeffer, it was the impact of Nazi concentration camps which separated believers – for us, it has been 
COVID. In either instance, let us be reminded again that despite the challenges which can come when we get together, it 
is pure grace and a true honor for us to come together in Jesus’ name, share God’s word, and express care for each 
other. Holding this truth in the forefront of our minds keeps us ever thankful for those in our group, joyful over the 
ability to meet and it protects us from the enemy’s lies focused on the issues instead of the immense opportunity for 
blessing and growth when believers gather together. As you prepare for this upcoming semester, it’s my prayer that you 
enter it with a spirit of gratitude and expectancy for your group and what the Lord has in store for you! 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
8/8 & 8/15 - I will be holding Community Group Leader Q&A sessions (see the bulletin/Victory newsletter for details). 
Although the announcement is intended for individuals interested in becoming group leaders, I would ask you to register 
and come as well. This will afford us an opportunity to meet face-to-face and for us to talk about what’s on my heart for 
group leaders. If there are others you believe would be great group leaders, please encourage them to register too.  
 
9/11 morning – Put it on your calendar for our first Community Group Leader Celebration! I’m looking forward to a 
wonderful event for leaders to be encouraged, learn from each other, hear about the vision for Community Groups at 
Victory and have fun as we celebrate what God has done and what He will do in this upcoming year! Don’t miss this! 
 
9/12 & 9/19 – Sign-ups for the fall semester (week of 9/26 through week of 11/20) 

 
What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


