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The story I’d shared in the last issue of Smooth Stones has continued to pop up in discussions with others as I’ve found 
opportunities to encourage them to look for God’s hand in their lives. In parallel to that, during my own devotional time, 
I’ve remembered people who have looked for God to step in and do something miraculous during their challenging 
situation – only to have nothing overtly occur. As I wrestled with this dilemma, the Lord reminded me that while we do 
need to be expectant people – we also must be people of persevering faith during that which challenges us (Rom 5:3-5).  
 
Just because we do not see God at work does not mean that He is idle. Persevering faith is what guides us through those 
seasons where for one reason or another our limited human sight & senses cannot perceive what God is doing, how He 
is providing, and how His love is being so powerfully expressed – yet in faith, we press on obeying, serving, and loving, 
confident that one day (perhaps while still here on earth or only once we are in His presence) we will understand His 
plan. This is the essence of hope and true expectancy – not just that God is on the move in my circumstances, but more 
broadly that God is at work in my life to accomplish His good and glorious purpose that my life might bring Him honor. 
 
 
Another stone for the bag  

 

While I would typically use this slot within Smooth Stones to focus on a specific skill for or aspect of being a community 
group leader, I sense in my heart that I really want to encourage you to be in prayer (whether you’re able to attend or 
not) for our Community Group leader event on Saturday (see below for details) from two perspectives: for hearts to be 
open to what God has for each person who attends but also for how God might use each person to encourage others 
during the event. Community Groups are all about creating an environment for spiritual growth, authentic care, and 
humble service – each of these require the work of the Spirit for real life change to occur. As prayer is our invitation for 
God to step into our lives, so I invite you to join me in praying for this event and trusting God to move mightily in each of 
us and through us collectively for His glory and the benefit of the body @ Victory. 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
9/5, 9/12 & 9/19 – Thank you for your time as Sue or I connected with you to update the Planning Center content for 
your group prior to launching sign-ups this past Sunday. Note that we’ve set up each group such that if you have 
available room in your group and someone wants to register, you will get an e-mail from Planning Center, so please be 
responsive to these e-mails and connect with the interested person within a day or two. Sign-ups will continue through 
the next two weeks and can be done on-line or at a table in the lobby (Painted Post & Elmira) 
 
9/8 – Registration will close at the end of Wednesday 9/8 for the Community Group Leader Celebration event. If you 
have not yet registered and are available to come, please do so prior to then so we have an accurate count for food and 
materials. The event will be held on Saturday 9/11 from 8:30a-11:30a in the Student Center. Information on registration 
is in the e-mail in which this issue of Smooth Stones is attached. 
 
9/26–11/20 – This is the window for our 8-week fall semester, during which, Pastor Paul has asked me to have each 
community group use the sermon follow-up questions for their study/discussion time. My plan is to have the questions 
posted or e-mailed to group leaders each Sunday morning to allow your group to dig more deeply into that week’s 
sermon during your regular group meeting. We will discuss more in the event this Saturday. 
 

What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


