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“An optimistic state of mind that is based on an expectation of positive outcomes with respect to events and 
circumstances in one's life or the world at large” This is how Wikipedia defines hope, which has been a topic on my heart 
and mind of late. Given the continued churn in the world, I am ever realizing the power of the hope that we have as 
believers. Our hope is not a “rose-colored glasses” hope based on positive thinking or just some statement of what we 
expect (like “I hope the Bills win the Super Bowl this year”  ). Our hope, our confidence as we look towards the future 
is based in and on a person – a person who was dead and is now alive - a person who was and is God in the flesh. 
Because Jesus triumphed over death and the grave, because we can know the forgiveness of God, because we know that 
God cares so very deeply for us – we can look forward to each new day with hope knowing that God is at work. “God at 
work” does not necessarily mean that all of what I want/wish/pray for may come to fruition, but it does undoubtedly 
mean, that God is moving in each of our lives to accomplish His good purposes for us and those we interact with.  
 
I have been reading through Romans in my quiet time and read this verse this morning which truly encapsulates my 
prayer for each of you that you would have hope knowing that God is at work in & through you as well as each member 
of your group. May God’s hope overflow in your heart today! 
 

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, 
so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Rom 15:13 

 
 
Another stone for the bag  

 

This upcoming Sunday is the start of our fall semester (9/26) and will be the first time I’m issuing a Sermon Discussion 
Question guide to you, so I wanted to give you some thoughts on how to best leverage this 1-page guide for your group 
discussion time. I will be e-mailing this guide to group leaders before 8am on Sunday in hopes that you’ll have a chance 
to read it prior to going into the service – if you don’t have a chance to read it prior, I would encourage you to read it 
sometime on Sunday while the sermon is fresher in your mind. There will be 8-10 questions listed with the intent to 
allow you to choose those which you think will best work for your group. Jot some notes down on your thoughts for the 
questions you selected. Lastly, remember that the goal is discussion which leads to spiritual discovery and growth – not 
getting through all the questions. If you only get through 1 question but have meaningful dialog as people discuss truth 
and how it applies to their lives – that’s a win!  
 
I’m praying that the first session for each of your groups is a wonderful time to connect, fellowship and grow as you 
continue (or begin for those new groups) this journey together! 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
9/26 - 11/20 – This is the window for our 8-week fall semester and as a reminder, we’ve asked all groups to use the 
Sermon Discussion Question guide for their study/discussion time.  
 
9/25 – 10/30 – This is the window for the fall REACH the Valley event. As serving is one of the three key elements to 
Victory’s Community Groups, I would encourage you and your group to participate if you are looking for an opportunity 
to serve. Sign-ups are still available on-line at https://victoryhighway.churchcenter.com/registrations.  
 

What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


