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There’s an old adage which has a lot of truth in it - “you find what you’re looking for” – while this seems obviously true, 
the reality is that what we expect to find or see is indeed what we do find or see as our expectations drive & frame our 
perception of reality. This truth has been patently obvious in my reading from 1 Samuel (chapters 1 & 3) related to Eli. 
He sees Hannah at the temple in a deep emotional state, pouring her heart out to God – but assumes that she’s drunk 
(because given the dire spiritual state of the nation, this was apparently so commonplace that this was what he 
expected to see). Samuel charges into Eli’s room asking him why he called for him in the middle of the night and Eli 
dismisses the situation twice (because he’s not expecting that God would speak to anyone, much less a kid). If we are 
not careful, the day-in-day-out activity of life can dull us into a place where we no longer expect God to move or speak. I 
would challenge you today to spend a moment with the Lord asking Him to refresh your view on life to help you see and 
hear Him as He speaks and moves – in your life personally, within your family and within your group. 
 
 
Another stone for the bag  

 

One of the most challenging, and often damaging, events within the life of a group is when a confidence is broken. How 
you as the leader guide the group through this can either help your group to grow stronger and heal or it can create 
divisions and lead to people leaving the group. In some instances when the violation of trust is so deep, having someone 
move on to a new group (vs. just out of your group) is the right course of action, but the default approach should be to 
try to bring the parties together, see forgiveness expressed/received and then see people work together to rebuild trust. 
The default answer in our Christian journey when others fail us can’t always be just to leave (again in certain 
circumstances, that may be appropriate). God’s heart is that of restoration (Rom 12:18) so that should be our heart to 
see people restored in fellowship together. Seeing people rebuild trust is hard, takes time and sometimes requires 
external (and professional) assistance, but in the end, investing the time/heart into restoration teaches us as believers 
that we can indeed work through the brokenness of this world and experience the healing work of the Spirit and unity of 
the body for which we long. 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
4/3/22 – 5/14/22 – Spring semester dates (sermon questions will be emailed out each Saturday during the semester) 
 
4/17/22 – 5/15/22 – Spring REACH the Valley serving opportunities for your group to make an impact (listing) 
 
4/25/22 – Deadline for registering for the REACH Marketplace and Auction 

• The list of amazing items available continues to grow and I am expecting (see above      ) God to move not only 
through a wonderful evening, but also to powerfully impact Ecuador through the finances raised. Please register 
& encourage your group to come as well!! If you’d like to reserve a table for your group to sit together, let me 
know and we’ll be sure to accommodate your request. 

• You can register on-line (link), at the lobby table or by calling the church office before 4/25. Registration will be 
available the evening of the event, but we are hoping people pre-register so we can best plan  (seating, 
appetizers/desserts, and beverages). 

 
4/29/22 – REACH Marketplace & Auction (6:30-9p) 

 
What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 

https://victoryhighway.churchcenter.com/registrations/
https://victoryhighway.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1149942

