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Ps 125:1-2 “Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be shaken but endures forever. As the 
mountains surround Jerusalem, so the LORD surrounds his people both now and forevermore.” What a powerful truth 
this verse reveals to us – when our faith/trust is squarely in the Lord, no matter what comes our way, we need not be 
shaken. I don’t think this passage means that we gleefully skip along in the midst of dire circumstances, challenging 
health situations, or family conflicts, but rather that our confidence in God’s presence, the comfort we experience 
knowing He is with us & at work in us, and our ability to maintain focus on serving God/caring for others, these persist in 
spite of our situations and are the bedrock of what allows us to have peace and even joy. If we’ve allowed our faith and 
trust to be in the things of this world, then when we encounter this life-challenging situations, rather than peace, 
strength, perseverance, and joy – instead our hearts/minds can be consumed with crippling anxiety, deep fear, and a 
focus on self-preservation.  The imagery of these verses is so encouraging as we realize that God is surrounding us day in 
and day out. Let that truth sink in for a moment – Jesus is not only in you and with you, but He has surrounded and 
enveloped you in His arms and love to care for & protect you and those you care for through the midst of whatever is 
occurring.  
 
As I wrap up my first year serving in this capacity, I trust that you and your groups have experienced God’s power and 
love to the extent that you are not shaken when life’s challenges arrive at your door. My earnest prayer for each of you 
and your groups is that the strength & joy you garner from your own walk with Jesus as well as the blessing stemming 
from the community of believers who are doing life together with you sustain you with joy each day. 
 
How ever your group chooses to proceed during the summer – whether you’re continuing your normal group meetings 
on a regular basis, on a less frequent basis or meeting only socially until you restart in the fall, I so appreciate your heart 
of servanthood and all the aspects of how you and your group grew, cared, and served each other over this past year. 
 
I will restart the Smooth Stones newsletters and sermon questions once we begin the fall semester. If there’s anything 
you need from me during the summer, don’t hesitate to reach out. 
 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
5/22/22 - 2022 mission trips Information Session: NYC – July / Ecuador – October 
 
6/5/22 - 2022 mission trips Information Session: NYC – July / Ecuador - October 
 
9/13/22 – Fall Community Group Leader celebration event (tentative) 
 
9/18/22 – 11/5/22 – Fall semester dates (tentative) 

 
What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


