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“He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of 
the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him. For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance 

of the Law of the LORD, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel.” Ezra 7:9-10 
 
In a Bible study I attend which is currently working its way through Ezra, we were recently discussing the concept of 
“God’s hand” upon us and the imagery/intent associated with it. Someone’s hand could be upon us for all sorts of 
reasons: to reassure, to direct/guide, to discipline, to support, to heal (in Jesus’ instance), to get our attention – each of 
them with the objective of helping us positively move forward in life. These examples align with God’s intent for putting 
His hand upon us - that He might help us grow & progress in life. Just as important as understanding what God is doing 
in putting His hand upon us is to understand why His hand is upon us. In Ezra’s instance, verse 10 begins with the 
transition word “For” which links to the prior verse (the fact that God’s hand was upon Ezra) to explain why God’s hand 
was upon Ezra – due to his commitment & devotion to God’s word from three aspects: to learn it, to obey it and to share 
the learning with others. As we launch into a new year & new semester, allow me to remind you of a few things: 1) know 
today that God’s hand is upon you as His child for all the purposes outlined above so that He can help you become all 
that He calls you to be; 2) as a result of His mighty hand at work in you, He calls us to place our hands on others to 
support & help them through this journey of life; 3) know that our devotion to God’s Word (personally as well as within 
our group) is the catalyst for God’s hand to accomplish what He desires for you.   
 
 
Another stone for the bag 
 
One of the highest callings we have as leaders and members of a community group is to pray for each other. To seek 
God’s goodness & intervention in another’s life is an expression of love for them, selflessness, and a recognition that 
God is the source of all that we need. It is also an act which allows God to challenge us, as we pray, to consider how He 
might be calling us to act to express care for another. While praying together for each other as a group is a likely regular 
part of your time together, let me challenge you to encourage your group to take prayer for each other beyond the 
group meeting – to be praying for needs expressed in the group throughout the week, in 1:1 times at church or other 
opportunities. Challenge them to make praying for each other an on-going expression of grace which is not bound to 
your group meeting or triggered only when you as a leader invite people to pray. There is such great joy as a leader 
when you see your group ministering to each other in this capacity! 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
1/22 -3/18 – Winter community group semester 

• Sermon discussion questions & Smooth Stones will continue through the semester 
3/24 – REACH Marketplace & Auction (6:30-9p) 

• So many community groups graciously donated beautiful baskets, creative experiences, or wonderful items to 
last year’s auction, and I would encourage you to participate again this year as all the proceeds will go towards 
replacing the vehicle at The CAMP in Haiti to get them on the road to ministry (current vehicle is regularly in the 
shop impacting their ability to reach & care for people)! Please let me know what idea you have for a donation 
from your group and then be sure to drop that off on a Sunday prior to March 12th (donation deadline). Thanks!! 

• I would also encourage you to plan on attending the auction – more to come on this in the days ahead! 
 

What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


