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“Great crowds came to him, bringing the lame, the blind, the crippled, the mute and many others,  

and laid them at his feet; and He healed them” Matt 15:30 
 
As I read Matthew 15 during my devotional time this morning, I tried to imagine how this scene unfolded – did Jesus 
loudly proclaim, “In the name of my Father, each one of you are now healed!”, and hundreds, if not more, of people 
were instantaneously cured? While we certainly know Jesus had that level of supernatural ability, frankly, that approach 
just doesn’t really seem like his typical mode of operating when interacting with people in need. Given His character and 
heart, instead, what I can picture is Him slowly, methodically walking through the crowd touching each person – 
speaking life and health to each hurting body, mind, and heart. Jesus was a master of the personal connection, even 
when in the midst of 4000+ people. Throughout the gospels, we see Jesus’ miraculous power on display time and time 
again. In the midst of these awe-inspiring displays of authority over nature & humanity, we also see the attentive and 
compassionate nature of our Lord as He interacts with individuals in such a tender fashion. As I thought through this 
scenario & passage, this was a vivid reminder for me about the importance of being attentive to those around us. While 
this seems intuitively obvious in terms of its importance, it is so easy for us to get caught up in what’s next, the task at 
hand, or the big picture of what we’re focused on that we lose sight of the person God plants right in front of us. Take 
time today to notice someone – really notice them – and see if that more attentive and observant nature doesn’t open a 
door for expressing God’s love and kindness to someone (within your group or at the grocery store!).  
 
 
Another stone for the bag 
 
During our last leader event, we discussed different methods that our groups have used to express care for those within 
the group who were enduring challenging seasons or situations. One of the comments that one of our seasoned group 
leaders made was a powerful reminder that sometimes the very best thing that we can do with and for someone is to sit 
beside them in quietness and just be present with them - a hand on the shoulder – a physical reminder that the person 
is not alone and that the group is standing with them. There is clearly a time when words are needed and helpful but be 
sensitive to the Spirit so you can recognize those unique moments when what this person needs most is the quiet, loving 
presence of the group of individuals they value and call friends. As I said in the meeting, Job’s friends did a wonderful job  
care for Job – until they opened their mouths (Job 2:11-13)! 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
1/22 -3/18 – Winter community group semester 

• Sermon discussion questions & Smooth Stones will continue through the semester 
3/24 – REACH Marketplace & Auction (6:30-9p) 

• Thank you to those groups who have reached out with a donation for this year’s auction. Your involvement in 
this important event is so encouraging! If your group wants to participate but is struggling to come up with an 
idea or has questions, let me know and I can help. Please drop off any donations during office hours through the 
week or on a Sunday prior to March 12th (donation deadline) at the lobby table. Thanks!! 

• Make the auction a night out together for your group! Tickets are available online or at the table in the lobby on 
Sundays from 2/26 to 3/19. If people from your group would like to sit together (tables will be set up for max of 
6 people) – let me know and we’ll reserve a table for you. 

 
What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 

https://victoryhighway.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1608225

