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“Then Judas Iscariot, one of the Twelve, went to the chief priests to betray Jesus to them.” Mark 14:10 

 
Both Matthew (26:6-13) and Mark (14:1-9) indicate that the event directly proceeding Judas’ final decision to betray 
Jesus was the account of the woman who anointed Jesus with the alabaster jar of perfume. As I read the above passage 
from Mark this morning, I wondered what it was about Jesus’ statements related to this woman’s actions that 
represented the tipping point in Judas’ mind. Was it that Jesus celebrated and honored a life marked by worship, 
sacrifice and service? Was it that Jesus responded to this extravagant act with such tenderness valuing her expression of 
love of the value of the perfume or the money it represented? No matter what it was, something in this event clicked for 
Judas and he realized that following Jesus was no longer the path which best suited his interests. Within this account, 
there is one small statement of just 5 words that really struck me - “She did what she could” (v8). Whomever this 
woman was, she had a heart to serve, a heart bent on expressing her adoration for Jesus – so she took whatever she had 
available to her and was willing to use it to see Jesus honored. How I see this same spirit in each of you as group leaders 
– you are willing to take whatever you have – and use it to serve Jesus by creating community as you and your group do 
life together. Know that as you serve out of love for Jesus – that He values your offering of your leadership, your heart, 
your time, your wisdom.  No matter how large or small you see this to be in your own mind, in God’s estimation, your 
willingness to serve as a group leader is of great value. Do not allow the enemy’s lies of discouragement to filter in – 
whatever we do out of love for Jesus, out of a desire to serve Him by caring for His people is a beautiful thing. Be 
encouraged today to know that God sees your heart and rejoices in your act of faithful obedience & service. 
 
 
Another stone for the bag 
 
Remember that you set the tone within your group as it relates to the level of transparency & openness. You cannot 
expect others in the group to be willing to ask tough questions about what you are studying/discussing, share about 
what they’re dealing with, or pray with faith – if they don’t see that attitude & behavior in you. Recently, I re-read some 
of the feedback from a prior leader event where we focused in on growth and I noted how many of the responses to the 
question “How do you as a leader encourage spiritual growth in your group?” dealt with how the leader modeled & 
expressed this openness. Finding the balance of authentic comments about what you’re learning or where you’re 
struggling vs. the dialog/discussion becoming all about what you’re learning or struggling with is what will help open the 
hearts (and mouths) of the rest of your group as they see honesty & openness valued, treated with respect & 
encouraged. For your next group meeting, come prepared to share about something God has taught you and an area 
where you could really appreciate the support of your group in prayer! 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
3/24 – REACH Marketplace & Auction (6:30-9p) 

• Make the auction a night out together for your group! Tickets are available online or at the table in the lobby on 
Sundays until 3/19 (walk-in registration is available but if at all possible, please encourage people to sign-up 
ahead of time so we have a better sense of headcount to prepare for). If people from your group would like to 
sit together (tables will be set up for max of 6 people) – let me know and we’ll reserve a table for you. 

4/16 -5/27 – Spring community group semester 

• Sermon discussion questions & Smooth Stones restart during this window 
 

What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 

https://victoryhighway.churchcenter.com/registrations/events/1608225

