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“You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me with songs of deliverance.” Ps 32:7 
“Many are the woes of the wicked, but the LORD’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in Him” Ps 32:10 
 
I read Psalm 32 recently as a part of my daily Scripture reading and was struck by this idea of God surrounding us. Try to 
picture this visually in your mind and realize that God’s love and grace is present before you no matter which direction 
you turn. Anything that comes into your life must come through that which surrounds you – so God’s hand of grace & 
strength is at work in each of your circumstances. I also thought about how we wrap (surround) something in bandages 
or cloth to protect it & allow it to heal – and likewise God’s goodness and power envelops us to allow us to heal, grow 
and be strengthened. I’d like to encourage you today to take a moment and whisper a prayer of gratitude & thanks to 
the Lord who surrounds you, who is protecting you, who is watching over your group and the people in it. Rejoice in the 
truth that God is never far away – but rather than He is at hand, surrounding you & within you – there to strengthen and 

help. I would imagine that for many of you, your group sits in a circle (or something that oddly looks like a circle      ) 
when you meet. Allow this visual to be a reminder that as you meet, God surrounds your group! 
 
 
Another stone for the bag 
 
As we discussed in our leader event in September (thank you for each one who attended – it was a marvelous evening of 
encouragement and celebration!), serving together as a group is such an important element to your group’s health. 
During the table discussion, one of the questions tackled by the groups was “Why do you think it’s important for a 
community group to serve together?”. Some of the feedback was so insightful and highlights the benefit of shared 
experiences building deeper relationships with each other and the Lord (“It draws us closer together & builds bonds 
between us”, “builds a cohesiveness when we work together”, “we become closer to the Lord & to each other”). 
 
I hope that your group is finding ways to serve and get involved – whether it be via a REACH the Valley event, 
ministering together at church or getting into the community to serve (Food Bank events, Salvation Army, Office of the 
Aging, Bampa’s House and a host of others – contact me if you need ideas!) – and as you do, here are some ways to be 
sure that activity actually does build stronger bridges & bonds: encourage people to serve alongside someone they don’t 
know as well as others, encourage dialog between your group members as you serve, spend time at the end or in your 
next meeting to talk about the experience and how it impacted your group. 
 

 
Notable news & dates 
 
9/25/22 – 11/19/22 – Fall semester dates  

• Sermon discussion questions will continue through 11/13 
10/1 – 10/30 – Fall REACH the Valley 

• Check out the recent bulletin insert or newsletter information to see how your group can get involved and serve 
10/9 – 10/23 – Annual REACH series 

• We’ll have booths in the lobbies (10/9 – local partners, 10/16 & 10/23 – global) to give you a chance to learn 
more, sample food, and see how you can get involved. For those of you who’ve adopted a global partner – be 
sure to stop at that booth and learn more about them! 

 
What you do is so vitally important - thank you for your faithful service to Jesus and the shepherding of your group!

 


